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http://www.haaretz.co.il/misc/1.1399331
http://www.haaretz.co.il/hasite/spages/749405.html

22 PNT,(2006 VOMNNA 11) XIND ,INTR DY VYN T .V YN DINY ORI

http://news.walla.co.il/?w=/21/956724

2 197,(2008 IN11292 12) XINRD P91 19-7 )N .OMY ,ORIN

http://www.haaretz.co.il/opinions/1.1304237

JNNDHNA NOPNN MDA D231 XN DIN TP : WNON MD0N YTIMIPH 1790’ .OMY 9NN

:2 0% ,(2007 AINII292 21) XIND

http://www.haaretz.co.il/misc/1.1388359

920V 6) XIND ,NIWNI MPAT PION XY 9NN I9ND /902 DINYN .OMY 9NN

.2 PNV ,(2006

http://www.haaretz.co.il/misc/1.1134599

NI 25) XIRD LTINS NNNIDY DTN IR YTNN DOPNY VONN H7NNY .DINY ORIN

:2 P03 ,(2005

http://www.haaretz.co.il/misc/1.1496075

INM292 27) Israel Defense ,”mopv NLIVAD MMHVIVON NVLIVA PA STANN” ., ND

2 0% ,(2012

http://www.israeldefense.co.il/?CategorylD=411&ArticlelD=1911&SearchParam=%D
7%9E%D7%9C%D7%97%D7%9E%D7%AA+%D7%9C%D7%91%D7%A0%D7%95%D7%9

F+%D7%94%D7%A9%D7%A0%D7%99%D7%99%D7%94

12 PNT,(2008 X)NNA 26) Ynet ,”DOXNIIN D»NN DIPY DIDMN MNVWI! OTIN DD

http://www.ynet.co.il/articles/0,7340,L.-3547849,00.html
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22 PNT,(2008 1A 23) NMIVT - XIND " NNNN NIV D00 D

http://www.haaretz.co.il/opinions/1.1332471

:2997,(2006 %912 17) Ynet ,70»5N1IN »ND MITN DY PAN : VIV DN, NNOININ

http://www.ynet.co.il/articles/0,7340,L-3277334,00.html

(20065512 27) nrg — 2>9y0 7 'DYINNN P2 NHNDKYY XN RN NNNDHNY . PNINT,0IN)

2P

http://www.nrg.co.il/online/1/ART1/455/755.htmI?hp=1&cat=875

4) The Mideast Forum ,”1m7mno1an MmN NN NIN 98”0 1N DN DTN ONAY YO0

:2 0% ,(2006 12I0PIN2

http://www.mideast.co.il/p-2_a-85/

:2 7% ,(2006 X512 31) nrg — 291 ,7ON2NY NOXWNN DRIV P A

http://www.nrg.co.il/online/1/ART1/457/296.htm|?hp=1&cat=875

220V ,(2006 7012 27) nrg — YN ,7IPYPIPN MY NN XN XD 97NN P2, 720

http://www.nrg.co.il/online/1/ART1/455/604.htmI?hp=1&cat=875

2 P0Y,(2006 Y912 20) Nrg— 2990, N9 YPO PNITOR’ IWINY P72, TN

http://www.nrg.co.il/online/1/ART1/452/420.htmI?hp=1&cat=875

:2 PNV ,(2006 5912 26) Nrg — 2>IYN ,7OIDPIY YN NTY NIAVN XD .DMNIND 0N

http://www.nrg.co.il/online/1/ART1/454/923.html
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:2PNT,(2003 X712 17) News1 ,71dX)1TN VDI 1IN NNNDNY INY ,TI

http://www.news1.co.il/Archive/003-D-28483-00.html

,(2007 920V902 20) Nrg — 2N ,”7OWN NNPDND XIY NNXNIN NNNNY 7. PNY 10199

2P

http://www.nrg.co.il/online/1/ART1/638/198.html

NAND ,7N55D DYDIN DMOTIND ; PAD WNHD 1NN DIOMN : NIV DN, VIAY

:2 I ,(2006 920VAD2 14)

http://www.haaretz.co.il/hasite/spages/762692.html

,(2005 920872 17) nrg — 2991 ,”7MNN DX DDIND YNY DN AT P2 0 PNTY

2P

http://www.nrg.co.il/online/1/ART1/020/638.html

XINRD MYV — N2WIN NANTN : D7D NN YRIN PO VORI ANY,PY

:2 1% ,(2006 920VOD1 7)

http://www.haaretz.co.il/misc/1.1135122

2 PNY,(2006 920VODA 11) MHTPN YOV ,INNDNHN MINK WY )T, )ODY

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nJNgCHnnTXY&feature=relmfu

:2PNY,(2009 AN 17) Nrg — YN ,FTAVPID INNYRY A9y NV

http://www.nrg.co.il/online/1/ART1/840/860.html
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:2 PNV ,(2003 INN292 11) Ynet ,/nYanmn 1O9NIWIN NIaNN YY NTRYN N9 9roonIny

http://www.ynet.co.il/articles/0,7340,L-2428093,00.html

;2 9% ,(2007 AN 23) XIND ,NNNNN 217 YRR TONND 290 NN

http://news.walla.co.il/?w=/9/1045644

;2PN ,(2006 912 14) nrg — 29y1 ,7MAX 1NN NNROWN NAY NN

http://www.nrg.co.il/online/1/ART1/449/399.htmI?hp=1&cat=875

2 P0Y,(2006 9912 16) Nrg— 2N ,7IP> NN DY 1Y) NONA YIOW MDY

http://www.nrg.co.il/online/1/ART1/450/054.htmI?hp=1&cat=875

2 PN ,(2006 55132 18) Ynet 191105 DOWIYIND ,0INNIN DY DIIND”

http://www.ynet.co.il/articles/0,7340,L.-3277930,00.html

£ 2PNV ,(2006 5911 21) nrg — 90,070 TIPONN DX 78% : 1pO”

http://www.nrg.co.il/online/1/ART1/452/648.html

:2 PNV ,(2006 VOMINA 8) Nrg — >IN N2 PNTY : PN SN

http://www.nrg.co.il/online/1/ART1/461/476.htmI?hp=1&cat=875

DoVPND WNY TAawn ,16.7.2006-1 NbwHNnNn DY NNSa nbvnnn WX 03T

2P

http://www.pmo.gov.il/PMO/Archive/Spokesman/2006/07/spokestart160706.htm
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,17.7.2006-2 DYIT2) PNAND MNDOYN 1PN MSYN) DXY OUNRI DY ¥INNI NYWNNN WK MIT

£ POY,N9WNND YN TIVN

http://www.pmo.gov.il/PMO/Archive/Spokesman/2006/07/spokecity170706.htm

:2PNT L, NYWNNN YR TIWN,17.7.2006-1 NDIDA NOWNNN WX 12T

http://www.pmo.gov.il/PMO/Archive/Speeches/2006/07/speechkneset170706.htm

YN 79V ,18.7.2006-1 AN MY MINVIN YWUNI 60 DY INYN9 NHWNNN WK T

:2 9%, NYwNNn

http://www.pmo.gov.il/PMO/Archive/Spokesman/2006/07/spokehaifal80706.htm

22 PNY,NYWNNN YN TIWN,30.7.2006-1 NYWNNN NS NN NOWNNN WRD AT

http://www.pmo.gov.il/PMO/Archive/Spokesman/2006/07/spokestart300706.htm

:2PNIY ,NOWNND WNI TIWN ,1.8.2006-1 5720 DR OPO DPLI NHYNNN YN T

http://www.pmo.gov.il/PMO/Archive/Speeches/2006/08/speechmabal010806.htm

22 PNY,NOWNNN WND TIYN ,16.12.2004-2 7PD8IN DD NOWNNN WK DIND

http://www.pm.gov.il/PMO/Archive/Speeches/2004/12/spech+1612.htm

MISNM DIV MIPNND NPV NN 19N - DIYWN TTH VP9 ,2006 X9V YTIND DDV T1H

2 PNT,DANR-IN NVIDIDNIND DINNX YIY NN DINDID N

http://www.peaceindex.org/indexMonth.aspx?num=33&monthname=%D7%99%D7

%95%D7%9C%D7%99

216


http://www.pmo.gov.il/PMO/Archive/Spokesman/2006/07/spokecity170706.htm
http://www.pmo.gov.il/PMO/Archive/Speeches/2006/07/speechkneset170706.htm
http://www.pmo.gov.il/PMO/Archive/Spokesman/2006/07/spokehaifa180706.htm
http://www.pmo.gov.il/PMO/Archive/Spokesman/2006/07/spokestart300706.htm
http://www.pmo.gov.il/PMO/Archive/Speeches/2006/08/speechmabal010806.htm
http://www.peaceindex.org/indexMonth.aspx?num=33&monthname=%D7%99%D7%95%D7%9C%D7%99
http://www.peaceindex.org/indexMonth.aspx?num=33&monthname=%D7%99%D7%95%D7%9C%D7%99

NDOY MM 19D YN DIDDID 2IWMD DNIX MION ,HNP NYT MIPOY 1N 2.2 )1OoN
2 APYN — NIANA NDPNDD DN NN MTHY MVINTY (2006 DDINN) .DIVY MPNND

22 PNY L1200 112 — DY NWT,”2006 VOMIND 13 —D11 19

http://www.bicohen.tau.ac.il/uploads/files/ 12 19 13 .pdf

97798 199NN BYPIN

DNTIN 2T NDON PP NPY PON 198712272008 NN

DNTIN 2T NDOVN PP NPY PO 187712272008 NN

91718 2T NDON NP NP PIN 197712272008 8N

D»NVYI 9°21YN

MY NNNZNA OTIPOND NIADNN 2D MDIWNA DXV (2007 72H21) .NNTHN IPIAN

PN TIVN : DYV (494-451 ;oY) 2007 TIWY N58 XMW NNPXA MT : TINA ,NMIWUN

NPTHN

PN TIVN : DOOWID DIV INAT NNNZNA ITIPON NIVD MWD .(2007) .1 THN 1PN

PTNN

NTYY,N2IVN 1122 NNNZNIA INIY DY NI20ND NIIYHN XYW NAVN VT (2007 1208T)

£ PNT,NIA0M NIN POND MWNN

http://www.knesset.gov.il/committees/heb/docs/hazbara.pdf

SV PNVLYAN NINN NTY ,NMIVD 112D NHNDN PNPY NPT XYNI NNAVN 1T (2007 120N7)

£ PRY,N0MN

http://www.knesset.gov.il/lcommittees/heb/docs/bitachon17_2.pdf
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22PN, TIN NIV — 2006 N33

http://www.vaadatwino.gov.il/pdf/%D7%93%D7%95%D7%97%20%D7%A1%D7%95

%D7%A4%D7%99.pdf

90929 HTYY 2192 IINTY

:2 97,2007 9NII292 1) TN NTYY 292 VINDIN TINN DY INYTY

http://www.vaadatwino.gov.il/pdf/%D7%AA%D7%9E%D7%9C%D7%99%D7%9C%20

%D7%90%D7%95%D7%9C%D7%9E%D7%A8%D7%98.pdf

:2P97,(2006 929202 23) TIND) NTY) 292 VT AN DV INTY

.pd0VI"T%20"axhttp://www.vaadatwino.gov.il/pdf/

£2PNY,(2007 AN 18) TINDY NTYY 192 N¥IN PN HY IMTY

http://www.vaadatwino.gov.il/pdf/%D7%AA%D7%9E%D7%9C%D7%99%D7%9C%20
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pdf
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;2197 ,(2006 929212 8) TN NTYY 292 YW YIN HY INTY

http://www.vaadatwino.gov.il/pdf/%D7%AA%D7%9E%D7%9C%D7%99%D7%9C%20

%D7%90%D7%9C%D7%99%20%D7%99%D7%A9%D7%99.pdf

218


http://www.vaadatwino.gov.il/pdf/%D7%93%D7%95%D7%97%20%D7%A1%D7%95%D7%A4%D7%99.pdf
http://www.vaadatwino.gov.il/pdf/%D7%93%D7%95%D7%97%20%D7%A1%D7%95%D7%A4%D7%99.pdf
http://www.vaadatwino.gov.il/pdf/%D7%AA%D7%9E%D7%9C%D7%99%D7%9C%20%D7%90%D7%95%D7%9C%D7%9E%D7%A8%D7%98.pdf
http://www.vaadatwino.gov.il/pdf/%D7%AA%D7%9E%D7%9C%D7%99%D7%9C%20%D7%90%D7%95%D7%9C%D7%9E%D7%A8%D7%98.pdf
http://www.vaadatwino.gov.il/pdf/%D7%90%D7%91%D7%99%20%D7%93%D7%99%D7%9B%D7%98%D7%A8.pd
http://www.vaadatwino.gov.il/pdf/%D7%AA%D7%9E%D7%9C%D7%99%D7%9C%20%D7%99%D7%A6%D7%97%D7%A7%20%D7%94%D7%A8%D7%A6%D7%95%D7%92.pdf
http://www.vaadatwino.gov.il/pdf/%D7%AA%D7%9E%D7%9C%D7%99%D7%9C%20%D7%99%D7%A6%D7%97%D7%A7%20%D7%94%D7%A8%D7%A6%D7%95%D7%92.pdf
http://www.vaadatwino.gov.il/pdf/%D7%AA%D7%9E%D7%9C%D7%99%D7%9C%20%D7%99%D7%A6%D7%97%D7%A7%20%D7%94%D7%A8%D7%A6%D7%95%D7%92.pdf
http://www.vaadatwino.gov.il/pdf/%D7%AA%D7%9E%D7%9C%D7%99%D7%9C%20%D7%93%D7%9F%20%D7%97%D7%9C%D7%95%D7%A5.pdf
http://www.vaadatwino.gov.il/pdf/%D7%AA%D7%9E%D7%9C%D7%99%D7%9C%20%D7%93%D7%9F%20%D7%97%D7%9C%D7%95%D7%A5.pdf
http://www.vaadatwino.gov.il/pdf/%D7%AA%D7%9E%D7%9C%D7%99%D7%9C%20%D7%90%D7%9C%D7%99%20%D7%99%D7%A9%D7%99.pdf
http://www.vaadatwino.gov.il/pdf/%D7%AA%D7%9E%D7%9C%D7%99%D7%9C%20%D7%90%D7%9C%D7%99%20%D7%99%D7%A9%D7%99.pdf

2 197,(2007 TN 23) TINM NTY) 192 72D >N DY NMTY

http://www.vaadatwino.gov.il/pdf/%D7%AA%D7%9E%D7%9C%D7%99%D7%9C%20

%D7%A6%D7%99%D7%A4%D7%99%20%D7%9C%D7%91%D7%A0%D7%99.pdf
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Abstract

This thesis focuses on sensitivity to casualties by Israeli society, as perceived by the
political and military echelons, and its influence on the management of the Second
Lebanon War. Ever since lIsrael's early days, this perception influenced decision
making in military affairs, but many shifts, external and internal, which occurred in
the mid-eighties of the last 20th, made a decisive contribution to the increasing

rooting of that perception among the Israeli leadership.

The study's theoretical foundation which engages with the impact of sensitivity to
casualties on the use of military force. This theory begins with Mueller's pioneer
work, which found that as the number of war casualties increases, public support
decreases. Since then, the various aspects of that correlation attracted a great deal
of scholarly attention, especially in the American context. However, in the Israeli
context this phenomenon was hardly addressed. Beyond this, since the Israeli state
is under a constant threat, which should increase the willingness for sacrifice, the
Israeli case is an interesting one for analyzing the casualty sensitivity phenomenon

and its implications.

Research Questions

This study focuses on two research questions: Did the perception of societal

sensitivity to casualties influence the management of the second Lebanon war?
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Since the results show that the answer for the first question is positive, the second
question is: which methods, military and non-military, were taken by the decision
makers in order to reduce the societal sensitivity to casualties, as perceived by them

during the second Lebanon war?

The study's contribution

This study makes several important contributions. First, on the theoretical level,
after reviewing the literature on sensitivity of democratic societies to casualties, it
seems that most of this literature focuses on sensitivity's impact on leaders. In the
current research | focused on the other side of the correlation: The ways decision
makers deal with the phenomenon and tries to manipulate it. Second, on the
empirical level, the research provides a deeper and updated comprehension of the
complex relationship between the Israeli society and her army. As the research deals
with an issue which relevant not only to the Israeli case, but to another democracies

as well, its potential application is much broader than this single case.

The research hypotheses

The study uses four Hypotheses: the first hypothesis is that the sensitivity of the
Israeli society to casualties significantly influenced Israeli decision makers during the
second Lebanon war, and this was reflected both on the strategy level, as well as on

the tactical level. The second hypothesis it that in order to avoid a decrease in public
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support for the war, due to accumulation losses, the decision makers used several
methods in order to increase the willingness of the Israeli society for sacrifice. The
third hypothesis is that the decision makers during the war perceived the Israeli
society as more sensitive to casualties among soldiers than among civilians.
Therefore, the leadership placed more importance on the reduction of casualties
among the IDF soldiers. The fourth and last hypothesis is that the sensitivity of the
Israeli society to casualties was actually a perceptual distortion of the decision

makers.

The research structure

The first section presents the relevant theoretical and empirical literature. The
second section is a short historical review, which indicates that throughout the
history of Israel, decision makers given heavy weight to the casualties consideration
in military affairs. This section also summarizes the main social shifts which led to the
intensification of the perception that Israeli society is less tolerant of casualties than
in the past. The third section analyzes the research hypotheses and implements
them on the case study. The final section discusses the research findings and their

consequences.
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Methodology

This research is a qualitative-deductive study, which utilizes theoretical tools to
empirically examine the selected case study. The first three assumptions are
examined by content analysis of primary and secondary empirical publications. The
fourth research assumption is analyzed using in additional research method - public
opinion surveys, which contributed to sharpening the gap between the perception of
the decision makers and reality. The research for this study is based on theoretical
and empirical literature: The theoretical background is based on secondary sources,
while the empirical section of the research is based on both secondary and primary
sources — studies, books, articles, newspapers, media reports and commissions of

inquiry reports.

Main findings

The results support all four hypotheses: The three senior decision makers — The
Prime Minister, Chief of Staff and the Defense Minister, all believed that casualties
among soldiers would negatively influence Israeli public opinion, and might lead to
public pressure to stop the fighting. This concern weighed heavily on their decisions
during the war, which was expressed in efforts to minimize casualties. It also
manifested, efforts to manipulate the public consciousness in a manner, designed to
help the public to more easily accept casualties in case the effort to reduce them will

fail.
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As argued in the theoretical background, while casualties reduce public support for
war, there are four main variables which can compensate for that: The first one is
simply to minimize casualties. In the Second Lebanon War the decision makers had
given unprecedented importance to avoiding casualties, which manifested primarily
in the reluctance to engage in extensive ground operation. Instead, Israel's
government applied a firepower doctrine, although it was well known that the war
could not be decided from the air. Moreover, combat restrictions which were
imposed on the forces in order to minimize casualties, prevented them from
completing their missions successfully, and paradoxically often led to an increase in
the number of casualties. In addition, the combat restrictions caused a decrease in
the motivation of the troops, who argued against the limitation of the offensive
action and demanded to expand it. Likewise, extrication of casualties was given

higher priority over adherence to the mission.

Theoretically, it is widely agreed that the public's view regarding the rightness of the
war, as well as the prospects of victory in the war, are also two important variables
which can increase/decrease sensitivity to casualties. Therefore, parallel to the
efforts which they implemented in order to avoid casualties, the Israeli leadership in
the Second Lebanon War pursued to influence the Israeli public opinion, in order to
increase the threshold of the Israeli public's acceptances of casualties. This effort is
reflected in political declarations about ambitious war objectives, despite the fact
that it was well known that the achievement of these objectives was not possible,
given the selected modes of action. Likewise, senior members of the political and
military echelons nurtured the victory illusion, glorified the fighting accomplishments
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and bothered to praise at any opportunity the steadfastness of the Israeli society.
However, rather than creating a victory consciousness, these declarations created
among the public high expectations, and when it turned out that they couldn't be
realized, the public disappointment was expressed in a drop in support at the end of

the war.

In addition, with the continuation of the war, the need to present valuable
achievements to the public became urgent. As a result, military carried out
operations with seeming symbolic significance, some of them involving serious risks
to the troops. Not only did these actions often involve many casualties, their lack of
achievements failed to create a victory consciousness and also intensified the sense
of failure and frustration among the public. The ground operation that was launched
during the final 60 hours of the war became one of the focal points of criticism, since
the government approved it only on the eve of the ceasefire. Seemingly, this risking
soldiers for military missions whose operational benefits were questionable,
contradicts the previous finding of this research regarding the exaggerated efforts in
order to minimize casualties. The likely explanation for this contradiction is that
apparently, the public pressure to significant achievement tipped the scales in favor
of a ground operation, out of recognition that this was the last opportunity to
provide the public a justification for the casualties incurred from the beginning of the

war.

The theoretical background also suggests that another way to reduce sensitivity to
casualties is by shortening the duration of war, but strangely, in the Second Lebanon

War not only did the decision makers fail to limit the duration of the military action,
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they acted to extend it in order to attain military accomplishments before the cease
fire. Apparently, the low number of casualties in the early days of the war led to
complacency among the senior political and military officials, who believed that it
would be possible to continue the war without many casualties. As a result, Israel
fought the longest war in its history, which claimed many casualties on both sides as

the days past.

From the above, it seems that the attempts to influence the public willingness to
accept casualties by unrealistic war objectives and military achievements were often
contradicted by the efforts to minimize casualties. As the war dragged on, and it
turned out that the precautionary war methods did not bring significant
achievements, the need to justify the casualties became more urgent, and therefore
the decision makers decided in favor of military actions that were not considered as

casualty free.

In addition, the research demonstrates that unlike the significant efforts made to
minimize casualties among the soldiers, the protection of the citizens was not given
sufficient attention, although it should have been a top priority. In addition, the
preference of the decision makers to minimize casualties among the soldiers led
them to prefer courses of action which their helplessness in reducing the risk for

civilians was well known, and they only increased the damage to the rear.

The research also suggests that despite launching the war with strong public support
which remained stable until the end, the decision makers were deeply concerned

about the potential impact of casualties on Israeli public opinion. It turns out that
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the Israeli atmosphere was misunderstood by the political leaders and military
commanders. As public opinion surveys which conducted during the war indicates,
Israeli public was willing to incur casualties in order to achieve the war objectives,
which deemed as justified. Only when the war ended, and the IDF was viewed as
having lost, did the public express its disappointment. For this reason, it seems that
the sensitivity of the Israeli society to casualties was an error in perception. In light
of this finding, the study confirms the theoretical argument that the public may be
more tolerant of casualties than the expected by political and military echelons. It
also supports the scholarly argument that the public is more concerned about the

odds for victory than about casualties.

From Israel's experience during the Second Lebanon War, it can be concluded that
during war, leaders of western democracies are under conflicting pressures from the
public, which seeks quick and impressive achievements on the one hand, but prefers
to avoid casualties from the other hand. The leadership needs to maintain a delicate
balance between these two requirements, but sometimes they must decide in favor
of one of them, taking into account trends in public opinion, which are measured
throughout the fighting, as well as achievements versus the number of casualties. In
this manner, it is apparent that the public is more reasonable than how it is
portrayed to its leaders, and his willingness to sacrifice depends mostly in cost-

benefit calculations.

The poor performance of Israel in the Second Lebanon War is also challenges the
widely accepted scholarly argument, that democracies are more likely than

nondemocracies to win wars that they fight — particularly the wars they started. The
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research indicates that eventually, the leadership's fear of casualties diminished the
prospects for victory. This demonstrates that sensitivity to casualties, whether it is

real or a matter of perception, might negatively affect war outcomes.
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